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Terre Haute Wastewater Utility 
3200 South State Road 63 

Terre Haute, IN 47802 
(812) 232-6564 
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 terrehautecleanwater.com 
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Pet waste does not make a good 
fertilizer - actually it is toxic to your 
lawn, causing burns and unsightly 
discoloring. 

Beyond your grass, it has been 
estimated that a single gram of dog 
waste can contain 23 million fecal 
coliform bacteria, which are known to 
cause cramps, diarrhea, intestinal 
illness, and serious kidney disorders in 
humans.  

Dog feces are one of the most 
common carriers of the following 
diseases: 

·  Heartworms  

·  Whipworms  

·  Hookworms  

·  Roundworms  

·  Tapeworms  

·  Parvo  

·  Corona  

·  Giardiasis  

·  Salmonellosis  

·  Cryptosporidiosis  

·  Campylobacteriosis  
 

 

 

EPA estimates that two or three days’ 
worth of droppings from a population 
of about 100 dogs would contribute 
enough bacteria to temporarily close a 
bay, and all watershed areas within 20 
miles of it, to swimming and shell 
fishing. 
  
Nutrients in pet waste encourage 
weed and algae growth.  This nutrient-
rich water is cloudy, green, 
unattractive and unhealthy for 
swimming, boating, fishing or drinking.   
 
As pet waste decays, it uses up 
oxygen and releases ammonia which 
can lead to fish kills. 
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Scoop it up and flush it down the toilet. 
That's best because then your community 
sewage treatment plant or your septic 
system treats the pet waste. 
 
Seal the waste in a plastic bag and throw 
it in the garbage. 
 
Bury small quantities in your yard 
where it can decompose slowly.  Dig a 
hole one foot deep. Put three to four 
inches of waste at the bottom of the hole. 
Cover the waste with at least eight inches 
of soil.  Bury the waste in several different 
locations in your yard and keep it away 
from vegetable gardens. 
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