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Common problems

Much more 
than just 
silt fence & 
check dams 
are needed 
for effective 

control
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Common problems
Typical situations for erosion & sediment control protection
of streams typically not addressed
Å Demolition of bridges/culverts/structures
Å Tree clearing and grubbing
Å Effective locations and use of sediment 

controls
Å Stream isolation/separation protection 

measures
Å Disturbed stream banks and stream 

flow
Å Temporary stream 

crossings/construction access
Å Dewatering of wet excavations
Å Permit coverage for all activities Photo Courtesy John South Hamilton County 

Soil and Water Conservation District 
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Demolition of Bridges & Culverts

ÅDo not drop or smash demolition materials into flowing streams 

ÅDo not scrape or excavate demolition materials from flowing 
streams
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Demolition of Bridges & Culverts
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Demolition of Bridges & Culverts

Isolation of 

demolition work 

from waterbodies

Note: Cofferdam 

of crash barriers

and membrane

Photo Courtesy Wisconsin DOT



2/2010 7

Demolition of Bridges & Culverts

Isolation of demolition/construction from flowing water

No earth cofferdams
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Tree clearing & grubbing concerns

Clearing and 
grubbing stream 
bank disturbance 
with no erosion and 
sediment controls
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Effective locations & use of sediment controls

Do not attempt to trap 
sediment in stream 
channels
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Effective locations & use of sediment controls

Typically much 
more than a silt 
fence is needed to 
protect streams 
during most 
construction 
activities
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Effective locations & use of sediment controls

Å Locate sediment controls outside of stream channels

Å Trap sediment run-off prior to release of storm water to streams
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Effective locations & use of sediment controls

Sediment 
trap installed

at ditch outlet 
before 
discharging to 
creek
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Sediment trap

Sediment traps with run-off controls [diversions & slope drains]


